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rapacity knew no bounds in the last few years
of his reign, and when he died, in 1547, he left
trade in a much more embarrassed condition
than he had found it at the commencement of
his reign.

There was not much opportunity or apparent
desire during the short minority reign of
Edward VI. to repair the mischief wrought by
Henry's extravagance. Lord Protector Somer-
set, and afterwards the Earl of Warwick, used
the royal power in much the same spirit
as Henry had used it in the days of his
decadence, and there were popular risings in
all parts of the country, from divers causes.
In some counties the movement was against
the new religious ordinances, in others against
the oppressive enclosures proclamation; the
most insurrectionary movement being in
Norfolk, headed by Ket, the tanner, who was
afterwards hanged for his trouble, and the
sixteen thousand men under him were dis-
persed. The Norwich rebels, however, claimed
that rents and the rate of wool should be reduced
to the ancient standard ; and during the sacking
of the city many foreign weavers were mas-
sacred.

In order to pacify the native trading classes
Parliament abolished the privileges of the
Steelyard in 1552, and from that time the Han-
seatic League, which had done so much in aid
of English trade in former times, was placed
on precisely the same footing as any other
foreigners. This gave an immediate impetus
to purely English commerce, and gave great
satisfaction to English merchants and trading